DEATH OF MRS.
HANS NELSON
ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST

HIGHLY RESPECTED CITIZENS

OF THE COMMUNITY IS CALLED

TO HER REWARD.

A pale of sorrow was. cast over
this entire community on Friday
of last week when it was
announced that Mrs, Hans Nel-
son had passed away at Valley
City . where she had been for
treatment. While it was under-
stood for some time that her
condition was critical, yet the
news of her death came as a
sudden shock to the community
where she had lived and made
her home for the past twenty-
five years, and where the in-
fluence of her noble and self-
sacrificing life had been felt by
everyone with whom she had
come in contact.

The body was brought to Court-
enay on Friday evening and
taken to the Presbyterian church
until the funeral on Sunday af-
ternoon. At the hour set for the
funeral services the house was
packed with sympathizing friends
of the Nelson family, the people
of the entire community being
present to honor the memory of
the departed one. Rev. M. S.
Riddle, pastor of the church,
conducted the services and
spoke at length on the two great
heart questions, ‘“Where are the
righteous dead?’’ ‘‘Are the dead
interested in the living?”’ He said
the passages from the divine
book which gave information on
these two questions were as fol-
lows: ‘‘Therefore we arealways
confident, knowing that whilst
we are at home in the body we
are absent from the Lord. We
are confident, I say, and willing
rather to be absent from the
b8dy and to be present with the
Lord.” 2 Cor. 5:6-8. ‘‘Seeing
we are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses, let/
us lay aside every weight and
'the sin which doth so easily be-
setus and let us run with pa-
tience the race that is set before
us.”” “Heb. 12:1. .

“Then he said I pray thee
therefore, Father . that thou
wouldest send him tomy father’s
house, for I have five brethren,
that he may testify unto them
lest they also come unto this
place or torment.”’” Luke 16:27-
28. .
‘Where are all the dead? There
is more than one answer to this
question. Some say they have
ceased to be, that is, that they
are entirely extinct. Others say
a part of them are in purgatory,
others of them are in hades and
perhaps a few of them have
reached heaven. Still others say
that all the dead are sound asleep,
soul and body, and shall not
awake till the resurrection morn-
ing. The question as to where
all the dead are is a very great
one, and cannot be answered
now. But we may gain some
positive information, if the ques-
tion be narrowed down and made
to refer to the righteous dead.

Where are the righteous dead?
Our scripture tells, ‘At home in
the body, absent from the Lord;
absent from the body, present
with the Lord.” But where is
the Lord? He is not with us in
the flesh as He once was. He is
somewhere else. Where has he
gone? He is at the right of God;
on the great white throne: The
first Christian martyr, Stephen,
when dying, lifted up his eyes
heavenward and saw Jesus
standing on the right hand of
God and he said, ‘‘Lord Jesus
receive my soul.”” So when our
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righteous dead leave this world
they go direct to Jesus, for He
says, ‘‘I go to prepare a place for
you and when I have prepared a
place, I will come and receive
you to myself that where I am
ye may be also.”’ Oh what joy
and glory to be with Jesus.

But another question. Are the
dead interested in the living? Do
our departed friends think of us?
As we lay our loved ones to their
resting place in the cold, cold
chambers of the dead, we find
ourselves instinctively asking
questions, to which, with tearful
eyes we eagerly listen for replies.
The one question we ask is, if
they still live, do they still love
and care for us? Or will they
cease to remember us when the
soul leaves the body? Certainly
they still love and care for us.
Our scripture speaks of the
righteous dead. The cloud of
witnesses is composed of the
dead of this character. Abraham,
Moses, Elijah, Paul, Stephen are
in the cloud. Martin Luther,
John Wesley, John Dnox, Moody
and all the great and good men
of the dead are in the cloud.
Father, mother, sisters and
brothers and our dear children
who believed in Jesus as their
saviour, are in the cloud. To
these sorrowing ones let me as-
sure you, that your dear mother

and wife has gone to join the|c

great cloud of witnesses and she
still loves and cares for you.

. The text tells us that the dead
are interested in the living. The
righteous dead are thus interest-
ed, because God and the Angels
are interested. Earth seems to
oceupy the whole attention of
heaven. The righteous dead are
deeply interested inthe lives of
those who are running the Chris-
tian gfice. Is not the dear moth-
er who first taught our infant
lips/to pray interested in us? Is
not the dear wife interested in
him who was her companion in
life’s journey? Are mnot the
children who have gone to glory
Oh
yes they still love us and are in-
terested in us. What a great
comfort is this truth to us be-
cause we all have dear ones over
there. i

The floral tributes were un-
usually lovely, beautiful wreaths
having been sent by the Ladies
of the Maccabees, of which or-
der Miss Hattie Nelson is a mem-
ber, and great quantities of
flowers having been sent by
friends of Mrs. Nelson. The
choir rendered some beautiful
and appropriate music for the
solemn occasion and while the
service was in progress the eyes
of many of the strongest men of
the community were dimmed
with tears.” The services were
concluded at the grave where the
choir rendered with much feel-
ing that beautiful' hymn, ‘‘Rock
of Ages.” -

Mrs. Nelson was born at Mal-
mo, Sweden, on May 27th, 1858,
died at Valley City on September
6th, 1907. She was married to
Mr. Nelson on April 17th, 1879,
and they came to North Dakota
in 1882, and located on land
northwest of Courtenay and-have
made their home there ever
since. She united with the
Swedish Lutheran church at the
age of twelve years and has been
a consistent member of that body
all her life although she never
united with the church in this

-country. Her-every action told of

the noble life within and marked
her as one who was more thana
christian in nameonly. She was
the mother of eleven children,
four of whom, besides her hus-
husband, survive her. They are

Carl and Hattie who have grown
to young manhood and woman-
hood, and Harry anc Hilfred who
are still so young as to need a
mother’s care and protection.
"The family have the fullest
sympathy of this community and
every heart goes out in tender
lolenice to the husband and
family in the irreparable loss they

have sustained. :
+The Lid On”

Under the above heading the James-
town Capital published the following
libelous matter regurding me in its
issue of Wednesday, September 4th:

Sheriff Wausser with Chas. Weber, J.
Keel, I'. N. Nelson and Chief Obermil-
ler as deputies, quietly wualked into
Courtenay oun Monday and arrested
Louis Wang, on a charge of violating
the prohibition law; Charles Raney,
who has been running a gambling joint
with u number of slot muchines in tuet
and A, W. Porter for running a com-
mon every day poker game.

The luw violators were canght with
the goods on them and consequently
raised no objections when the sherifl
and his deput stepped into their
pluces of abode ated their busi-
ness.  Slov machines and “evidence’
was secured in abundance add brought
o this city.  One of the slot machines
found in Raney’s den was too large to
be transported and consequently was
smus and the remnants left in
Courtel

The prisoners were brought here
Tuesday night and taken to the offi
tes Attorney Thorp where they
:xamined and a confession pro-
cured from each.

The next officer to have a hand inthe
game was Judg nklin before whom
arvaigned and where they
plead guilty to the charges preferred.
They were sentenced as follows:

Louis Wang, $200 and costs and 90
in jail: A, W. Porter, $200 and
and 90 juil.

L sentenced to pay a
s,

C tune;
fine of $100 and costs.

TheSvriter of the above article de-
liberately liesand isa common low down
liar when he says [ have heer running
a gambling jsint or den within the past
four years. What happened before
that is on record at Jamestown and hus
been puid for.
« He also lies when he says thut there
were any slot machines found intact,
and that there was u machine here too
large to haul and had to be broken up.

The facts in the case are as follows.

There were twoslov machines entive-
ly empty that had been turned ro the
wall promptly when [ was ordered to
do so by the marshal a week before
the sheriff arrived. Some of my cus-
tomers played smear in my pool hall
and I would sometimes get ten cents a
game w h was used to buy cards for
s,

the play
There is a restaurant in connection
with my pool hall which is putr
by, LIl classes of citizens and 3
These people would not visit a place
that was known as a “gambling den or
joint.”*
I do not* know the writer of this
slanderovs article but I can assure him
T can prove il the statements 1 have
made, and if he is a man he will admit
thut he was wrong and make a retract-
on. Ifheisa cur he will reply by
another scurrulons and  annomous
slander. C. E- RANEY,

Cl)ul'le;lﬂ)‘, N. D.
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